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Dear Plum School Board, 

 

Please consider this letter in support of tearing down the existing Regency Park Elementary School and 

building a new school at the Regency Park site.  I (Mark) have lived in Plum for nearly every part of my 

42 years of life and I am a Plum graduate.  My great grandparents moved to Plum around 1928.  My 

grandfather, Thomas Faix, was one of the first councilmen in Plum.  I feel that I have a strong stake in 

the well-being of the borough and would like my voice to be heard on this subject. 

My wife and I feel that the tradition of a strong education system is what keeps families in Plum and 

attracts new families into moving to Plum.  When my wife and I decided to purchase a home around 11 

years ago, we looked at homes in Penn Hills and Plum.  Through our research, we found that we were 

getting more house for the money in Penn Hills with much lower taxes, but the school system was much 

better in Plum.  Knowing that we planned to have a family one day, we chose to pay higher taxes and 

get less home to live in Plum.  So far, we have been very happy with the level of education that two of 

our three daughters have received at Regency Park Elementary, with the third daughter not quite old 

enough to enter the school system.   

I attended Regency Park Elementary myself as a child.  Since then, the school has kept up the standard 

of offering more than just a strong education, but also fostering a strong sense of community pride with 

after school and holiday activities and a strong PTA presence.  We believe that much of this commitment 

might be watered down by mixing these students into a larger pool in the 3 existing elementary schools. 

In order to ponder the economic outlook for Plum, We believe that we have to look at the changing 

climate of the city of which we are a suburb.  Pittsburgh has worked tirelessly to overcome the loss of 

the Steel Industry while transforming into a center for the technology industry.  The 2010 census 

revealed that the median age dropped in Pittsburgh for the first time in years, showing that young 

people were starting to stay here.  Since then Pittsburgh has been ranked as the most livable city on the 

Forbes list.  The possibility of the Superbowl being played in our city in the future is not as far-fetched as 

it would have sounded even 10 years ago.  With all of that being said, Plum needs to prepare itself for 

the future and stop looking at declining numbers from the past.  The Regency Park and Garlow 

neighborhoods, along with our own street, are all experiencing a high turnover from older citizens who 

are moving on to other types of housing to young families who are purchasing affordable homes in 

Plum.  Ten years ago we only had two children on our small dead-end street, now we have at least ten. 

Talks persist of new housing plans springing up behind the S&T Bank on Saltsburg Rd, Route 909, and 

mailto:mtolczak@verizon.net


other areas around Plum.  All of this additional residential housing will be adding even more 

opportunities, not only for local Pittsburgh area families looking to upgrade the quality of their 

surroundings, but also for young families who are looking to move to the Pittsburgh area, but do not 

want to live in the city and experience the less than desirable school system offered there. 

Unfortunately, Plum does not have a strong commercial and retail presence, so our best bet for 

increasing the tax base is to increase the available residential housing opportunities.  The quality of our 

school system is a strong draw for families looking to establish roots in the borough.  We have vacant 

land next to our home for sale and one of the first questions a potential buyer asked was “How are the 

schools here?”  We talked with them about the quality of the schools and how their son will be 

attending a brand new Regency Park school should they purchase the lot and decide to build.  That 

family was strongly considering purchasing the lot.  If parents learn that Plum has overcrowded schools 

with too many runs per building, they might be encouraged to move on to the Murrysville area or 

beyond.  My wife and I have been committed to Plum and would like to upgrade one day to a larger 

home in the borough, but will wait and see how the decisions are made concerning the education of our 

children before we make a large investment to stay in the borough for the long haul.  

Thank you for taking the time to read our plea to build a new Regency Park School.  We look forward to 

your final vote once the 30 day required public comment period has ended. 

 

Mark and Audrey Olczak 

 


